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The leaves of Jatropha gossypiifolia has been widely used for the treatment of epilepsy and
childhood convulsions in ethnomedicinal practice of Northern Nigeria. In this study, we
investigated the anti-seizure claim of this plant part using established scientific protocols.
Phytochemical screening and acute toxicity evaluation of the methanol leaf extract were
performed while maximal electroshock-induced seizures in cockerels (MEST), pentylenetetrazole
(PTZ), strychnine (STN) and 4-aminopyridine (4-AP) induced seizure models were employed in
mice. The methanol leaf extract contains cardiac glycosides, steroids, triterpenes, tannins and
flavonoids, while the median lethal dose of the extract was estimated to be 1131 mg/kg. In the
anti-seizure studies, the extract at all the tested doses (75, 150 and 300 mg/kg) did not delay the
recovery time of convulsed cockerels in MEST model nor delay the mean onset of seizures in PTZ
and 4-AP models in mice in comparison with controls. Conversely, the extract at 150 mg/kg dose
significantly (p ≤ 0.05) delayed the mean onset of seizures in mice in STN model compared to
control treatments. In conclusion, this study provided the possible pharmacological basis for the
use of Jatropha gossypiifolia leaf in treating seizure conditions.
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Animal models have been in existence for almost a century for the
discovery and profiling of potential anti-seizure lead compounds.6 These
models provide a correlation between experimental seizure and the
processes of seizure initiation in humans.7 The popularity and clinical
utility of these models in Antiepileptic Drug Development have been
unparalleled.

Introduction
Epilepsy is a syndrome comprising of varied symptoms, it is a
neurological disorder that involves disturbances of electrical transmission
in the brain with excessive depolarization of the neuronal cells of the brain,
manifesting as motor, sensory or psychological malfunction with or
without loss of consciousness.1 The prevalence of epilepsy in the world is
increasing and thus posing a huge challenge in mental health management.
It has been estimated that about 2.4 million people are diagnosed each year
with epilepsy.2 About 50 million people are reported to be epileptic with
about 12 million living in Sub-Saharan Africa.2
Plant parts have been used extensively for the treatment of neurological
disorders in West Africa, however pharmacological validation of such use
is poorly documented.3 Moreover, epileptic seizures are accompanied by
oxidative activities which contribute to the neurodegeneration sequelae
seen in long-term epileptics within the brain cells and most plants possess
inherent antioxidant actions. We hypothesize that plants that have been
used in folkloric medicine to treat seizure-like disorders could be good
candidates in treating epilepsy with added benefits of antioxidant actions
than conventional anti-seizure drugs.
Jatropha gossypiifolia belongs to the family Euphorbiaceae commonly
known as bellyache bush, “Binidazugu” in Hausa, “Lapalapa” in Yoruba
and “Wluluidi” in Igbo. It is a small shrub with dark green purplish leaves;
useful in seizure disorders among others.4 Different parts of the plant have
been reported to have anti-inflammatory, antidiarrheal, analgesic,
antipyretic, antimicrobial, antidiabetic and antihaemorrhagic activities
among others.5

Materials and Methods
Source of Plant Materials
The leaves of Jatropha gossypiifolia were collected from the wild in Giwa
town, Kaduna state in October 2015. It was identified and authenticated
by Malam Muhammad Namadi of the Herbarium unit of the Department
of Biological Sciences, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. A specimen with
voucher number 2767 was deposited in the herbarium.
Experimental Animals
Swiss Albino mice of either sex were obtained from the Animal House of
the Department of Pharmacology and Therapeutics, Ahmadu Bello
University, Zaria, while day old cockerels were procured from National
Animal Production Research Institute (NAPRI), Shika. The animals were
housed in appropriate cages and were acclimatized to the laboratory
environment before the commencement of the study. They were given free
access to standard feeds and water ad libitum. Principles of laboratory
animal care, NIH publication No.85-23 revised in 1985, were followed
and experimental procedures were approved by the institutional ethical
committee.
Chemicals and Drugs
Methanol (Sigma-Aldrich, St. Louis U.S.A), 4-Aminopyridine (MerckSchuchadt), Pentylenetetrazole (Sigma Chemical Co.Ltd, USA),
Strychnine (Sigma Chemical Co. St Louis USA), Phenobarbitone (Bayer,
UK), Phenytoin sodium (Parke-Davis and Co. Ltd), Sodium valproate
(Sanofi Synthelabo, Onslow St.Surrey,Canada).
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Preparation of Plant Extract
The leaves of Jatropha gossypiifolia were washed and air-dried at room
temperature until completely dried (when constant weight was obtained).
The air-dried plant material was crushed into a coarse powder with the aid
of a mortar and pestle. One hundred and eighty grams (180 g) of the
resultant powdered plant material was macerated with 1.5 L (70%
methanol: 30% water) for 72 h. The extract was filtered using Whatman
filter paper No.25. The solvent was evaporated from the resulting filtrate
over a water bath set at a low temperature (40oC).
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Statistical Analysis
Data were expressed as Mean ± SEM. Differences between means were
analyzed by one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA), while statistical
significance was obtained with ANOVA, Dunnett’s post hoc test was
performed. Values of P ≤ 0.05 were considered significant.

Results and Discussion
The phytochemical screening of the leaf extract of Jatropha gossypiifolia
revealed the presence of cardiac glycosides, steroids, triterpenes, tannins
and flavonoids (Table 1). Flavonoids, saponins and alkaloids have been
reported to demonstrate CNS modulating activities including
anticonvulsant effects.15
The median lethal dose (LD50) of the methanol leaf extract of J.
gossypiifolia was estimated to be 1131 mg/kg. There was a significant
reduction in locomotive activity in the mice before death. This suggests
that it is relatively safe following intraperitoneal administration as profiled
by Corbett et al. 16. The doses employed in this study were lower than onethird of the median lethal dose, thus safe for ethnopharmacological studies.
17
The methanol leaf extract of Jatropha gossypiifolia did not delay the
mean recovery time of convulsed cockerels when compared with distilled
water treated group as against the standard drug (Phenytoin 20 mg/kg)
which offered complete protection in MEST model (Table 2). The MEST
seizure model is used to identify molecules that are effective against
generalized tonic-clonic seizures, it is thought that agents that abolish
seizure in this model act by limiting the spread of seizures within the
brain.18, 19 However, the leaf extract of Jatropha gossypiifolia did not
exhibit potential in this type of epilepsy. Similarly, the leaf extract of
Jatropha gossypiifolia did not delay the mean onset of seizures in both
PTZ and 4-AP models when compared with distilled water group as
against the significant protection offered by standard groups of sodium
valproate (200 mg/kg) and phenobarbitone (30 mg/kg) (Tables 3 and 5).
PTZ is a proconvulsant that acts by lowering seizure thresholds in
experimental animals. 20 It is an antagonist of gamma-hydroxy butyric acid
(GABA) receptor chloride complex which affects the release of GABA,
adenosine and glutamine in the brain.21, 22 In practice, agents effective in
this model act by decreasing seizures, hence effective in absence or
myoclonic seizures. The Jatropha gossypiifolia leaf extract did not
significantly prolong the latency of seizures in mice, thus may be
ineffective in the treatment of petit mal seizures. 4-Aminopyridine is a K+
channel antagonist and produces seizures by evoking spontaneous
excitatory neurotransmitter release in the brain. 23 It is a useful mechanistic
model that profiles potential K+ openers by increasing hyperpolarization
of the neuronal cells. Jatropha gossypiifolia leaf extract did not open the
K+ channel based on this study. However, the extract at the dose of 150
mg/kg significantly (p ≤ 0.05) delayed the mean onset of seizures when
compared with distilled water group in the STN model (Table 4).
Strychnine is a proconvulsant that inhibits glycinergic transmission to
motor neurons and interneurons within the spinal cord. 24 The extract at
dose of 150 mg/kg increased the latency of strychnine-induced seizures in
mice. This suggests that the extract contains bioactive compounds that
enhance the action of glycine as agonist or inhibiting its biosynthesis.
MEST and PTZ models have been the primary screening methods for
potential anti-seizure drugs. However, levetiracetam is available for
treatment and/or as adjunct in epilepsy management, but did not pass the
MEST and PTZ tests.25 We therefore, suggest that J. gossypiifolia leaf may
act in a similar manner as levitiracetam.

Qualitative Phytochemical Screening
Preliminary phytochemical screening was performed on the dried extract
using standard procedure.8
Pharmacological Studies
Median Lethal Dose (LD50) Determination
The method described by Lorke9 was adopted. The study was divided into
two phases. In the first phase, three groups of three mice were treated
intraperitoneally (i.p) with the extract at doses of 10, 100 and 1000 mg/kg
body weight. The animals were subsequently observed for signs of toxicity
and death for a period of 24 h after treatment. In the second phase, four
groups each comprising one mouse were treated intraperitoneally with the
extract of the plant using four specific doses (200, 400, 800, and 1600
mg/kg) of the extract which depended on the outcome of the first phase.
The LD50 value was determined as the geometric mean of the lowest dose
that caused death and the highest dose at which all the animals survived.
.
Anticonvulsant Studies
Maximal Electroshock-induced Seizure Test (MEST) in Chicks
The method described by Swinyard and Kupferberg10 was adopted. Fifty
(50) one-day old ranger cockerels were randomly divided into five groups
each containing ten cockerels. The first group received distilled water (10
mL/kg i.p) while the second, third and fourth groups were administered
the extract (75, 150 and 300 mg/kg body weight i.p) and the fifth group
was treated with 20 mg/kg phenytoin sodium (i.p). Thirty minutes later,
maximal electroshock was administered to induce seizure in the chicks
using Ugo Basile Electroconvulsive Machine (Model 7801) connected to
Claude Lyons stabilizer with corneal electrodes placed on the upper
eyelids of the chicks. The shock duration, frequency, current and pulse
width were set and maintained at 1.6 s, 150 pulse/sec, 80 mA and 0.8 ms,
respectively. Seizures were manifested as hind limb tonic extension
(HLTE). The ability to prevent this feature or prolong the latency and/or
onset of the HLTE or reduce the recovery time was considered as an
indication of anticonvulsant activity.11
Pentylenetetrazole-induced Seizure in Mice
Mice were divided into five groups of six mice each and received different
treatments. Group I was treated with distilled water (10 mL/kg i.p). Groups
II-1V were treated with 3 graded doses of the extract (75, 150 and 300
mg/kg i.p) while group V received standard drug sodium valproate (200
mg/kg i.p). Thirty minutes post administration, all groups received 100
mg/kg pentylenetetrazole (PTZ) subcutaneously. Animals were observed
for the presence or absence of threshold seizures (an episode of clonic
spasm of at least 5-second duration) and latency of convulsion.12
Strychnine-induced Seizures in Mice
Mice were divided into five groups of six mice each and received different
treatments. Group I was treated with distilled water (10 mL/kg i.p). Groups
II-1V were treated with 3 graded doses of extract (75, 150 and 300 mg/kg
i.p) while group V received phenobarbitone sodium (30 mg/kg body
weight i.p). Thirty minutes later, mice were administered 1 mg/kg body
weight of strychnine (STN) subcutaneously and observed for incidence of
convulsions. Prevention of tonic hind limb extensor jerk was considered
as protection against seizures induced by strychnine. 13

Table 1: Phytochemical Constituents of Methanol Leaf Extract
of Jatropha gossypiifolia.

4-Aminopyridine-induced Seizures in Mice
Mice were divided into five groups of six mice each and received different
treatments. Group I was treated with distilled water (10 mL/kg i.p). Groups
II-1V were treated with the extract (75, 150 and 300 mg/kg i.p) while
group V was treated with phenobarbitone sodium (30 mg/kg). Thirty
minutes post-treatment, 4-Aminopyridine (4-AP) was administered at a
dose of 15 mg/kg body weight to each mouse, subcutaneously. The
absence of tonic hind limb extension or prolongation of the latency of the
hind limb tonic extension was considered as indication for anticonvulsant
activity. 14

Constituents

Inference

Cardiac glycosides

+

Saponins

-

Steroids

+

Triterpenes

+

Tannins

+

Flavonoids

+

Alkaloids

-

Anthraquinones

-

Key: + = present, - = absent
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Table 2: Effect of Leaf Extract of Jatropha gossypiifolia on
Maximal Electroshock Induced Seizures in Chick.
Treatment

Mean Recovery Time (min)

DW (10 mL/kg)

6.77 ± 1.23

JG (75 mg/kg)

8.33 ± 1.70

JG (150 mg/kg)

9.00 ± 0.82

JG (300 mg/kg)

6.77 ± 1.47

Phenytoin (20 mg/kg)

-
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Conclusion
The data from this study suggests that methanol leaf extract of Jatropha
gossypiifolia has anti-seizure actions and may be useful in the treatment
of seizure-like disorders.
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Table 3: Effect of Leaf Extract of Jatropha gossypiifolia on PTZInduced Seizures in Mice.
Treatment

Mean Onset of Seizures (sec)
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6.83 ± 1.01

JG (75 mg/kg)

10.50 ± 2.83

JG (150 mg/kg)

9.00 ± 6.22

JG (300 mg/kg)

9.00 ± 2.25

SV (200 mg/kg)

-

The authors appreciate the contribution of Mr. Aminu Abdulsalam of the
Department of Pharmacology Bayero Unuversity, Kano for his assistance
during the laboratory work.

References
1.
2.

3.

Data expressed as Mean ± SEM, JG = Jatropha gossypiifolia, DS =
Distilled water, SV = Sodium valproate.

4.

Table 4: Effect of Leaf Extract of Jatropha gossypiifolia on STNInduced Seizures in Mice.
Treatment

Mean Onset of Seizures (sec)

DW (10 mL/kg)

4.17 ± 0.31

JG (75 mg/kg)

6.33 ± 0.42

JG (150 mg/kg)

9.00 ± 1.75*

JG (300 mg/kg)

7.00 ± 0.63

PHB (30 mg/kg)

-

5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

Data expressed as Mean ± SEM, n = 6. JG = Jatropha gossypiifolia, DW
= Distilled water, PHB = Phenobarbitone, STN = Strychnine, * P ≤ 0.05.

10.

11.

Table 5: Effect of Leaf Extract of Jatropha gossypiifolia on 4-APInduced Seizures in Mice.
Treatment

Mean Onset of Seizures (sec)

DW ( 10 mL/kg)

12.83 ± 3.42

JG (75 mg/kg)

7.17 ± 4.93

JG (150 mg/kg)

12.50 ± 4.23

JG (300 mg/kg)

8.83 ± 4.21

PHB (30 mg/kg)

12.

13.

14.

15.

Data expressed as Mean ± SEM, JG = Jatropha gossypiifolia, DW =
Distilled water, PHB = Phenobarbitone, 4-AP = 4-Aminopyridine.

16.

101

Global Action Against Epilepsy. Bringing epilepsy out of
shadow. 2003; 4-26.
WHO. WHO fact sheets (Updated February 2016). Epilepsy.
Available
at
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs999/en/
(Accessed May 2016).
Romeiras MM, Duarte MC, Indja B, Catanno L. Medicinal
plants used to treat neurological disorders in West Africa: A
case study with Guinnea-Bissau Flora. Am J Plant Sci. 2012;
3:1028-1036.
Burkill HM. The useful plants of West Tropical Africa, second
edition, royal botanic gardens, Kew. 1985; 23-31 p.
Sabandar CW, Ahmat N, Jaafar FM, Sahidin I. Medicinal
property, phytochemistryand pharmacology of several
Jatropha species (Euphorbiaceae): A review, Phytochem.
2013; 85:7-29.
Loscher W. Critical review of current animal models of seizures
and epilepsy used in the discovery and development of new
antiepileptic drugs. Seizure. 2011; 20:359-368.
Kupferberg H. Animal models used in the screening of
antiepileptic drugs. Epilepsia. 2001; 42(4):7-11.
Trease GE, Evans W. Pharmacognosy Textbook In: Trease GE
and Evans WC. 4th Edition. Harcourt Brace, New Delhi.
1997; 121-132 p.
Lorke D. A new approach to practical acute toxicity testing.
Archives Toxicol. 1983; 359-368.
Swinyard EA, Kupferberg HJ. Antiepileptic drugs: detection,
quantification and evaluation. Fed Proc. 1985; 44(10):26292633.
Swinyard EA. Laboratory evaluation of antiepileptic drugs:
Review of laboratory methods.Epilepsia. 1969; 10:107-119.
Swinyard EA, Woodhead JH, White HS, Franklin MR. General
Principles:
experimental selection, quantification and
evaluation of anticonvulsants. In:
antiepileptic drugs.
Third Edition. Levy R.H., Mattson B., Melrum J.K and Dreifuss
F.E.(Eds). Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg, New York.
1989; 566-874 p.
Lehmann J, Hutchison, McPherson S, Mondadori, C, Schmutz
M, Sinton C, Wood P. A Selective competitive NMDA type
excitatory amino acid receptor antagonist. J Exp Ther. 1988;
246:65-67.
Yagamuchi SI, Rogawaski MA. Effects of anticonvulsant drugs
on 4-Aminopyridine-induced seizures in mice. Epilepsy Res.
1992; 11:9-16.
Paramdeep S, Damanpreet S, Rajesh KG. Phytoflavonoids
antiepileptics for the future. Int J Pharm Sci. 2014; 6:51-66.
Corbett JR, Wright K, Baillie AC. The biochemical mode of
action of pesticides, second edition, Academic Press: London
and New York. 1984; 252 p.

Yaro et al., 2018

Trop J Nat Prod Res, February 2018; 2(2):99-102

17. Matsumura F. Toxicology of insecticides. Second edition.
Plenum Press: New York. 1985; 24-39 p.
18. Tripathi K. Essentials of Medical Pharmacology In: Tripathi,
K. Jaypee Brothers Medical Publishers, New Delhi, 2006;
401-412 p.
19. Malawska B. New anticonvulsant agent. Cur Top Med Chem.
2005; 5:70.
20. White HS. Clinical significance of animal seizure models and
mechanism of action: Studies of potential antiepileptic drug.
Epilepsia. 2006; 38:509-517.
21. Velsiek L, Kubova H, Pohl N, Stankova L, Mares P,
Schickevroka R. Pentylenetetrazole Induced seizures in rats:
An ontogenetic study. Naunyn Schmiedebergs Arch
Pharmacol. 1992; 346(5):588-591.

ISSN 2616-0684 (Print)
ISSN 2616-0692 (Electronic)

22. Diehl RG, Smialowski A, Gotwo T. Development and
Persistence of Kindled Seizures after Repeated Injection of
Pentylenetetrazole in Rats and Guinea Pigs. Epilepsia. 1984;
25(4):506-510.
23. Rogawaski MA, Porter RJ. Antiepileptic drugs:
pharmacological mechanisms and clinical efficacy with
consideration of promising developmental stage compounds.
Pharm Rev. 1990; 42:223-286.
24. Sayin U, Cengiz S, Altung T. Vigabatrin as an anticonvulsant
against pentylenetetrazole
seizures. Pharm Res. 1993;
28:325-331.
25. Porter RJ, Meldrum BS. Antiseizure drugs. In: Katzung KG,
Masters SB and Trevor AJ. Basic and Clinical Pharmacology.
New York, 2012; 1403-1425 p.

102

Yaro et al., 2018

